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Abstract

A Study on the Philosophical Teachings in the Stories
of Kamel Kilani : A Case Study on Hayy Ibn Yaqzan

Lamei Giv, A.*

Philosophy is one of essential subjects that the general public need to
consider; therefore, the knowledge and practice of philosophy is not
limited to a specific group of people. As a result, teaching philosophy
to a child is neither a far-fetched idea nor something that a child is
unable to fulfil. In contrast, such lessons may help children solve their
life-related problems. Since stories play a pivotal role in children's
upbringing and nurture, it is expected to make use of them in teaching
the basics of philosophy so that the story-teller can convey the pure
goals of the story and teach children to think purposefully. One of the
stories that depict the basics and components of philosophy is the story
of "Hayy Ibn Yaqzan" by Ibn Tufeil Andolosi which was rewritten for
children by Kamel Kilani. The present study employed a descriptive-
analytical methodology to investigate these stories from different
perspectives with the aim of discovering examples of philosophical
teachings and functions. The results indicated that, Kilani sought to
provide children with philosophical tools, principles and schools of
doctrines. In this regard, he did not use any particular philosophical
term and put his philosophical lessons into the text of the story using
his powerful language and clarifying the benefits of reason and
thought. He directed children toward discovering causal relationships
between phenomena and using their senses to understand these
relationships. Kilani familiarized children with how to connect and
value the work of scientists and how to operate the typical methods of
natural sciences such as trial and error.

Key words: Kamel Kilani, Hayy Ibn Yaqzan, Children’s literature,
% Philosophical teachings,
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