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1. Alienation
2. Sigmund Freud
3. Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel
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Abstract

The Phenomenon of Alienation and its Representations

in Abdul Razzaq Al-Rubaye’ Poetry
Sadegh Alboghbeish*
Rasoul Balavi**

Nostalgia is one of the most important issues via which one can
explore different aspects of the society, and expresses any grief and
sorrow deep in the soul of mankind. Presently, Iraq has been dealing
with war, economic sanctions, religious conflicts, and poverty;
therefore, several Iraqis have been forced to leave their homeland and
take refuge to foreign countries, facing the fear of losing their identity.
Abdul Razzaq Al-Rubaye, Iraqi poet in 80’s, who finds Iraq embroiled
in war and sanctions, talks about his exile and focuses on this
phenomenon in his poetry. This descriptive-analytical study examines
the representations of nostalgia in Al-Rubaye’ poetry and explores its
related themes, such as social, psychological, fraternal, temporal, and
spatial nostalgia, and their negative outcomes. As a poet, Al-Rubaye
witnessed the destruction of Iraqi civilization and felt that the rich
culture of his homeland was in danger. Therefore, the representations
of nostalgia appear in the story of his life and his poetry as well.
Moreover, he was indulged in nostalgia even before he left his
homeland. The results indicate that the poet recalls his childhood
memories, describes his recollections of hanging out with his family
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members, neighbors and friends, and tries to show his nostalgic
feelings by opening up to his father, brother, those who has lost their
lives in the war.

Keywords: Iraqi contemporary poetry, Alienation, Nostalgia, Homeland, Abdul
\ Razzaq al-Rubaye.
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