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Abstract

The study of rhetorical figures and their evolutionary trajectory in Persian and Arabic
literature is essential for literary research. Simile, a prevalent literary device, is most
prominently utilized in romantic writing to clarify both the explicit and implicit
qualities of the beloved. This research seeks to address these inquiries by analyzing the
context of similes pertaining to the beloved during the pre-Islamic and post-Islamic
eras, specifically focusing on the similes of the beloved in Jahili poetry (case study:
Mu'allagat) from both technical and structural perspectives. Which female features have
captured the attention of the Jahili poet in the depiction of the beloved, specifically in
the Mu'allagat? What distinctions have emerged in the construction and substance of
similes pertaining to the beloved, particularly differentiating the Islamic period's
beloved (exemplified by Motanabbi) from the Jahili beloved (shown by the Mu'allagat)?
The authors propose that the focus on the beloved and feminine beauty in Jahili poetry
is expressed through the creation of straightforward and realistic imagery. Over time,
particularly influenced by the advent of Islam and the revelation of the Qur'an, the
eloguence of the imagery associated with the beloved has intensified and evolved into
a new form. The lover has been further explored, and broader aspects of his presence
have been acknowledged. This research demonstrates that Motanbi, a leading figure in
Arabic poetry of the Islamic period until the fourth century, portrays the lover in a
sensual manner, characterized by physical attributes that are also ascribed to the beloved
in Ma‘allqat, the pinnacle of Jahili poetry. This investigation can bolster the perspective
of skeptics regarding the validity of Jahili poetry.

Keywords: Jahili Poetry, Mu'allagat, Poetry of the Islamic Period until the 4th
Century, Motanabbi, Similes of the Beloved
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