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Extended Abstract

Statement of the Problem and Objective: In contemporary literary criticism, the title occupies a position far beyond a mere
preliminary sign or a tool for identifying a work; it functions as a meaningful and independent element in the process of generating
and receiving meaning. The title constitutes the reader’s first point of contact with the text and prepares the reader’s mind to enter the
world of the work and understand its hidden layers. From this perspective, the title not only serves an introductory role but also acts as
an interpretive layer or a complementary framework, shaping the reader’s horizon of expectation and orienting the process of reading
and textual interpretation. The significance of this function becomes particularly evident in historical and multilayered works, whose
precise comprehension requires simultaneous attention to social, cultural, and historical contexts. In such texts, the title can function
as a bridge between the author and the reader, providing a semantic framework that facilitates the analysis of complex concepts and
historical developments. Therefore, neglecting the title in literary analysis amounts to overlooking one of the fundamental elements in
the construction of textual meaning. Claude Duchesne, a prominent literary theorist, asserts that the title constitutes the reader’s first
encounter with the text and plays a decisive role in directing the reader’s mind toward the central themes and key messages of the
work. According to him, choosing a title is a deliberate act based on the author’s analysis of the work’s content and its anticipated
reception by the audience, rather than a random or purely aesthetic decision. This perspective elevates the status of the title beyond a
simple sign, transforming it into an active agent in meaning-making. In this regard, Ibrahim Abdelmajid’s Alexandria Trilogy
represents a notable example of works in which the title plays a central role in understanding the text. The trilogy, by narrating the
history of the city of Alexandria within the context of social, political, and cultural transformations, possesses a multilayered structure
that intertwines the lives of its characters with an analysis of societal conditions. Accordingly, the main objective of this study is to
examine the role and function of the title in the Alexandria Trilogy and to analyze it as a tool for conveying social and cultural concepts
within the framework of Claude Duchesne’s theory. This study seeks to demonstrate how a deliberate choice of title can prepare the
reader’s mind for a deeper understanding of historical and social conditions and engage them actively in the process of reading and
interpretation.

Methodology: This study employs a descriptive—analytical approach grounded in Claude Duchesne’s theoretical principles. In this
research, the title is examined both as a text-centered and a paratextual element, and its function is analyzed in relation to the narrative
structure, social content, and historical context of the trilogy. Research data were collected through textual analysis of the Alexandria
Trilogy and subsequently aligned with the key concepts of Duchesne’s theory. The main focus of the analysis is to examine how the
title, as a pre-textual element, shapes the reader’s horizon of expectation and what role it plays in guiding the process of interpreting
and receiving the work’s social and cultural messages. This approach allows for a precise examination of the relationship between the
title, the text, and the reader, thereby contributing to the clarification of the title’s role in contemporary literary criticism.
Discussion and Analysis: Duchesne believes that every title contains a social and historical concept that can be conveyed to the reader
through more detailed analysis. Thus, the titles of novels play a major role in the initial appeal of the reader and, at the same time, as
part of a coded message, they can reveal many details of the social reality and ideological background of the work. Analysis of the
Alexandria Trilogy indicates that the title “Alexandria” is not merely a geographic designation but carries extensive symbolic, social,
and historical significance. In these novels, Alexandria represents not only a city but a symbol of cultural intersections, historical
transformations, social conflicts, and identity changes in Egypt and the Arab world. Consequently, the title invites the reader from the
outset to reflect on the past, present, and social destiny of this space. According to Duchesne’s theory, the title can transmit the work’s
messages indirectly and gradually, preparing the reader to receive the text’s semantic layers. In the Alexandria Trilogy, Abdelmajid
utilizes this capacity to transform the city’s history into a framework for analyzing contemporary issues. Topics such as social
disintegration, limitations faced by youth, patriarchal structures, and identity crises are represented within the historical narrative, and
the title serves as a prelude to accessing these concepts. In these works, the title serves a dual function: it attracts the reader’s attention
while simultaneously providing an analytical framework for understanding the text. From the outset, the reader is confronted with
broad concepts that expand throughout the narrative, enabling a deeper comprehension of the trilogy’s social and cultural messages.
This demonstrates the author’s awareness of the title’s role and the alignment of his approach with modern literary criticism theories.
Findings: The findings indicate that the title in the Alexandria Trilogy functions beyond mere naming and acts as a meaning-making
mechanism for conveying social, cultural, and historical concepts. By directing the reader’s horizon of expectation, the title organizes
the reading process and encourages the audience to actively participate in analyzing the text and re-examining its historical and social
contexts. The alignment of this function with the components of Claude Duchesne’s theory highlight the central and strategic position
of the title in contemporary literary criticism. Thus, the title of the Alexandria Trilogy, in addition to representing the city’s history, by
emphasizing social and cultural layers, prompts the reader to engage in critical reflection on historical, identity, and cultural
transformations within society and transforms the reading process into an analytical and meaning-centered act.
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