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Extended Abstract

Statement of the Problem and Objective: Narratology, as one of the branches of structuralism, is a discipline that encompasses a set of general
principles concerning narrative and literary genres. By relying on structural principles, this field organizes the various elements of a story in
order to fulfill the author’s intended purpose. Within a narrative, components such as characters, theme, point of view, diction, and imagery
function as semiotic signs. Although most narratologists agree on the fundamental definition of narrative, they have offered diverse
interpretations and readings of its nature. Among the prominent figures in this field is the French theorist Gérard Genette, who, under the
influence of structuralist thought, introduced a new and systematic framework for narratology in his work Narrative Discourse. He proposed
that narrative discourse operates on three distinct levels: story, narrative, and narration. From Genette’s perspective, the “story” refers to the
chronological sequence of events as they occurred, whereas the “narrative” denotes the order in which these events are presented within the text.
The interaction among these three levels is established through the categories of time, mood, and voice. The category of time examines the
relation between story time and narrative time; mood identifies the forms and degrees of narrative representation; and voice is concerned with
the narrating act itself, seeking to uncover the presence and identity of the narrative voice. Drawing on this theoretical framework, this paper
examines how narrative elements function in the espionage genre. The espionage genre, as a literary category, is considered a subgenre of
detective or crime fiction. However, unlike traditional detective fiction, where the plot often revolves around murder investigations, espionage
fiction focuses on covert crimes such as smuggling, kidnapping, or politically motivated offenses. The protagonist in espionage narratives is
typically a highly skilled spy or secret agent who operates in a foreign country, engaging in undercover missions and espionage activities. This
genre often merges with another subgenre of crime fiction, namely the thriller, which is characterized by suspense, intense emotional tension,
and high stakes. The combination of espionage and thriller elements creates a rich narrative fabric, enhancing both the appeal and the structural
coherence of the plot. The present study aims to investigate how the three narrative levels—story, narrative, and narrating—interact within a
short story from the Arabic espionage genre. This investigation is grounded on the key components of Genette’s narrative framework, namely
time, mood, and voice. The story selected for analysis is Bariq Almas (The Sparkle of Diamond), a short work by the renowned Egyptian author
Nabil Farouk. Farouk is well-known for his prolific contributions to detective and science fiction literature, making his work an ideal candidate
for this study. The selection of this particular espionage-thriller story is motivated by the growing interest among Arab writers and readers in
this genre, as well as by the opportunity it provides to demonstrate the genre’s compatibility with, and adherence to, structural narrative
principles.

Methodology: This study adopts a rigorous analytical approach, offering a structuralist reading of Bariq al-Almas through the theoretical lens
of Gérard Genette’s narratological theory. The main aim is first to assess the extent to which an espionage narrative conforms to the general
structural principles of narratology. Subsequently, the study seeks to explain how Genette’s components—time, mood, and voice—mediate and
shape the relationships among the three narrative levels in the story.

Discussion and Analysis: This study draws upon the theoretical framework of Gérard Genette’s narratological model. Within this framework,
narrative is conceived as a structured system divided into three distinct levels: story, narrative text, and narration (the act of the narrator). The
modes of analyzing the interaction among these levels are articulated through three fundamental categories, namely time, mood, and voice. The
analysis shows that the temporal order of the main narrative in Bariq Almas progresses mostly in a linear fashion, closely paralleling the
chronological order of events in the story, with minimal use of analepsis (flashbacks) or prolepsis (flashforwards). The pacing of the narrative
is closely aligned with the pace of the story itself, due largely to the avoidance of lengthy narrative pauses and the reliance on scenic presentation,
which immerses the reader directly in the unfolding action. Additionally, the omission of certain events between sub-narratives serves to
accelerate the tempo and maintain suspense. Regarding frequency, the narrative is essentially single-stranded, with very little reliance on iterative
or repetitive narration, which contributes to the overall briskness of the storytelling. Narrative voice establishes interaction among all three levels
by situating the narrative in both time and space from the narrator’s unique perspective. In Bariq Almas, the narrative is extradiegetic, meaning
that the narrator exists outside the story world and adopts an omniscient, dramatic viewpoint. Temporally, the narration is post-event, recounting
events after they have occurred, which allows for a comprehensive and informed narrative voice that can reflect on the actions and motivations
of characters. Narrative mood connects the story and narrating levels by shaping how the events are presented to the reader. In this story, the
narrator effectively narrows the distance between the two levels by employing scenic narration and direct speech, alongside an internal
focalization that restricts the narrator’s insight to certain characters’ perspectives. This technique preserves the dramatic quality essential to the
espionage-thriller genre, heightening tension and maintaining reader engagement.

Findings: The analysis indicates that the author’s deliberate selection of temporal, modal, and vocal strategies works synergistically to enhance
both speed and suspense, which are key traits of the thriller genre. At the same time, these strategies adhere closely to the dramatic conventions
of espionage fiction. This strategic narrative design enables the creation of a polished and compelling work that stands on par with global
espionage narratives. Moreover, it is capable of attracting young Arab readers who increasingly seek quality works in this genre amidst a plethora
of Western espionage literature.
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. Narratology

. Structuralis

. Thriller

. Russian Formalism

Subject
Fabula
Story

. Narration
. Narrative

. Tense

. Voice

. Mood

. Order

. Anachronies

. Analepsis

. Prolepsis

. Duration

. Descriptive

. Spy Thriller Fiction
. Scene

. Summary

. Ellipsis

. Frequency

. Singulative

. Iterative

. Repetitive

. Narration Place
. Inner Narrative
. External Narrative
. Narration Time
. Analepsis

. Prolepsis

. Synchrony
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36. Distance

37. Narrative forms

38. Speech types

39. Direct speech

40. Indirect speech

41. Indirect free speech
42. Narrated speech

43. Perspective

44. Superior perspective
45. Matched perspective
46. Outer perspective
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