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Extended Abstract

Statement of the Problem and Objective: Ahmad Saadawi’s Frankenstein in Baghdad is one of the most significant works of
contemporary Arabic fiction in the post-2003 Iraqi context. Among its narrative components, time and space emerge not merely as
background elements but as fundamental structural mechanisms that shape the novel’s aesthetic and semantic framework. Despite
their importance, critical Arabic studies addressing the spatio-temporal structure—known as the chronotope—within the Arabic
novel remain scarce. Accordingly, this study seeks to address a central question: How does Saadawi employ the interrelationship
between time and space to reconstruct Iraq’s post-occupation experience and depict the collapse of social order after 2003? The
main objective is to analyze the artistic and semantic functions of the chronotopic structure in the novel, drawing on Mikhail
Bakhtin’s concept of the chronotope as a system capable of expressing crises of collective consciousness and identity in modern
Iraq.

Methodology: The study adopts a descriptive—analytical methodology informed by narrative discourse analysis and Bakhtin’s
theory of the literary chronotope. The analysis proceeds in two stages: 1. Identifying and classifying the novel’s central spatial
settings—such as the ruin, the market, the hospital, and the cemetery—and the types of chronotopes they represent. 2. Examining
the manifestations of the chronotope across various textual levels, including setting, temporality, characterization, and descriptive
discourse.

Discussion and Analysis: The chronotopic structure of Frankenstein in Baghdad forms a complex narrative fabric that transcends
its function as a mere frame for events and becomes an active force in shaping the novel’s aesthetic and semantic vision. The ruin
where Hadi al-"Attak lives is not simply a physical space but a chronotopic arena symbolizing civilizational collapse and the
fragmentation of national identity. It serves as a metaphor for Baghdad itself—a city half-standing, half-ruined—and as the
birthplace of al-Shismah (“Whatsitsname™), a distorted chronotope of reversed creation emerging from the womb of death and
embodying the wounded collective memory of the nation. Everyday spaces such as markets and cafés (e.g., ‘Aziz al-Misr1’s café)
are transformed from sites of ordinary life into permanent theaters of random violence. Sahat al-Tayyaran, for example, functions
not as a mere geographical site but as a spatial chronotope encapsulating the moment of explosion where ordinary time converges
with the time of chaos and terror. The hospital (notably al-Kindi Hospital) becomes a space that reveals systemic paralysis and
symbolizes the perpetually bleeding national body. The cemetery, as the final archive of victims, operates as a chronotope of
suspended time where the past overwhelms the present. This is exemplified in Elishua’s attachment to her son’s empty grave, which
traps her in a psychological loop of loss and suspended temporality. Had1’s character is inseparable from the chronotope he inhabits.
His profession as a junk dealer ties him to spaces of death and residue. His attempt to “assemble” a corpse represents a desperate
effort to reassemble fragmented time and space—collecting not only human remains but also disjointed temporal and spatial
fragments into a single symbolic body. The chronotope reaches its apex in al-Shismah, whose body parts each carry the memory of
a different time and place, making him a moving chronotope that bears the wounds of Baghdad’s streets. His quest for revenge is
therefore not merely for the victims, but an attempt to correct broken time and purify spaces violated by violence. Elishua represents
a psychological chronotope, living in an imagined time—space shaped by her memory, where she perceives al-Shismah as the
reincarnation of her lost son. Her state demonstrates how trauma can fragment the perception of temporal and spatial continuity.
Mahmud al-Sawwadi, the journalist, embodies a reflective chronotopic awareness: his attempt to document al-Shismah’s story
reflects his struggle to comprehend the distorted logic of Baghdad’s time—space, while his transformation from reporter to participant
symbolizes the infiltration of violence into all dimensions—even the seemingly neutral sphere of journalistic observation.
Description in the novel functions not as ornamentation but as a structural tool for constructing the chronotopic world. Depictions
of ruins, decaying corpses, and narrow alleyways are charged with temporal and spatial depth. The detailed description of al-
Shismah’s bodily decomposition mirrors the fragmentation of the social body, while Baghdad itself is portrayed as a living
organism—bleeding, suffering, and endowed with sensory temporality and embodied spatiality. Through its chronotopic design, the
novel dismantles conventional binaries of time and space. Linear temporality (past—present—future) collapses and is replaced by a
circular, nightmarish temporality in which the past never disappears but continually burdens the present, while the present
reproduces rather than transcends the past. Similarly, spatial coherence disintegrates: sacred and functional spaces lose their
essence—the shelter turns into a ruin, the café into a site of murder, the hospital into a locus of chronic pain, and the cemetery into
a space of bewilderment and waiting. This cyclical temporality and spatial inversion collectively express the sense of stagnation and
despair over the impossibility of escaping the cycle of violence.

Findings: The study concludes that through his creative interweaving of time and space, Saadawi offers an artistic interpretation of identity
crisis, violence, and social disintegration in contemporary Iraq. The findings demonstrate that: the temporal structure mirrors the cyclical
experience of violence in Iragi society; the spatial settings transform into cultural and historical metaphors bridging reality and imagination;

the characters embody the fragmentation of the chronotopic world; and the descriptive language employs symbolic imagery to construct a
new narrative expression of collective memory and national suffering. Ultimately, Frankenstein in Baghdad, through its chronotopic
architecture, affirms that literature possesses the power to analyze and aesthetically reconstruct reality, and that Ba.khtin’s concept of the
chronotope serves as an effective critical tool for understanding the transformations of contemporary Arabic narrative.
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