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Extended Abstract

Background and Purposes: Modern Arabic poetry represents a rich field of interaction between aesthetic structure and pragmatic depth.
Layers of expression intertwine with implicit meanings, transforming the poetic text into a dialogue grounded in implicature. Within this
framework, Amal Dunqul’s poem “Do Not Reconcile” emerges as a central text in contemporary Arabic literature due to its political, ethical,
and civilizational dimensions. It has become a collective protest and a symbol of resistance. The poem builds on a repeated imperative
structure, generating an implicit dialogue between poet and reader, and between the self and the collective. This opens the door to a pragmatic
approach capable of revealing the hidden layers of poetic discourse. The present study aims to apply Grice’s theory of conversational
implicature and its cooperative principles—Quantity, Quality, Relation, and Manner—to a contemporary Arabic poem. The goal is to test
how these principles can unpack the poem’s deeper dimensions, moving beyond direct rejection to construct a poetic discourse rooted in
argumentation, suggestion, and symbolic representation. Dunqul’s ability to transform personal experience into a collective voice helps
illuminate how the poem functions as a pragmatic discourse that engages in persuasion and argumentation around pivotal issues, particularly
resistance to Zionist occupation through literary means. This necessitates a descriptive methodology combined with an applied pragmatic
lens, analyzing the poem’s discursive structure in light of Grice’s theory and using textual analysis to uncover explicit and implicit meaning
relations within the poetic framework. This study secks to answer the following questions: What are the manifestations of Grice’s principles
in the poem? How does conversational implicature reveal implicit meanings in the poem? What role do implicatures play in shaping the
poem’s discursive structure? How does a pragmatic reading transcend aesthetic interpretation?

Methodology: This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach, specifically applying Grice’s framework to the poem’s theoretical and
textual dimensions.

Discussion and Results: Conversational implicature bridges literal meaning and implied meaning within sentence structure. It is considered
one of the most vital aspects of pragmatic research, relying on context to determine meaning. Understanding and interpreting speech must
be context-bound. Many linguistic expressions, when examined in their performance contexts, do not solely rely on their formal structure
for meaning. Thus, alternative interpretations are necessary unless the shift from explicit to implied meaning is unavoidable. This shift is
central to pragmatic and functional approaches to literary discourse. Semantic content can be categorized into two types: explicit meanings
conveyed by sentence form, and implicit meanings generated by context. While implicature has been used to analyze everyday
conversations, it is also a fruitful tool for literary analysis—especially poetry, which relies more on suggestion than declaration, and on
allusion rather than direct exposition.

In modern Arabic poetry, where tension exists between political and aesthetic, and between the public and unspoken, implicature becomes
an artistic means of indirect expression and a vehicle for resistance or protest without falling into overt declaration. Therefore, our analysis
of “Do Not Reconcile” by Amal Dunqul adopts a descriptive approach that combines pragmatic tools (Grice’s four principles) with the
discursive context that frames them. This approach allows us to observe how the text operates on multiple levels: the surface level (explicit
command: Do not reconcile); the implicit level (conversational implicature: rejection of a specific political treaty, refusal to surrender,
preservation of dignity); and the stylistic level (how the text generates these implicatures through linguistic and symbolic structure).
Dunqul’s poem constructs its meaning through implicature. It says one thing—refusing reconciliation with murder—but implies another:
rejecting a specific political agreement. At the time of writing, readers could easily infer this implied meaning due to their awareness of the
political context. Yet the text retains an open semantic capacity that allows it to be read in future contexts. This highlights the importance
of applying Grice’s theory to the poem. The poem operates within the realm of incomplete quantity (not saying everything), strong relation
(all imagery supports rejection), and intense manner (repetitive rhetorical clarity), making implicit meaning the heart of the text.
Conclusion: Applying Grice’s principles to “Do Not Reconcile” reveals a poetic text that transcends surface expression to reach pragmatic
depth. Meaning arises from the balance between what is stated and what is left for the reader to infer. Key findings include the following.
Quantity Principle: The poet avoids direct political narration and omits names or treaty details. Instead, he uses concise, dense phrases that
create semantic gaps filled by the reader’s political and historical knowledge. Thus, apparent informational scarcity becomes a richness of
implicature. Quality Principle: The poem is grounded in emotional and ethical sincerity, rejecting the equivalence of killer and victim. The
poet counters rational arguments with moral truths, giving the text persuasive power beyond temporary political logic. Relation Principle:
The discourse remains focused on one issue—rejection of flawed reconciliation. The poet draws on historical events (e.g., the Basus War)
and related figures to reinforce meaning and deepen its cultural memory, making every image and reference part of the central theme.
Manner Principle: The poet combines clarity of poetic expression with ambiguity of political reference. The rhetorical form is direct, but
the political subject is indirect, allowing the reader to participate in meaning-making and share the poetic stance.
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