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Extended Abstract

Background and Purposes: Abu al-Tayyib al-Mutanabbi (303-354 AH/915-965 CE) stands as one of the most brilliant and controversial poets in
the history of Arabic literature. Early biographical and historical sources, such as those by Qadi al-Tanukhi, Ibn al-Jawzi, al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, and
al-Samani, present a dual image: an unmatched genius in poetry and wisdom on the one hand, and a figure accused of claiming prophethood on the
other. Nevertheless, in these same sources, his attribution to the the Qarmati sect—an antinomian branch of Ismailism—is entirely absent and even
the alleged claim to prophethood is consistently reported with hesitation, using expressions such as “it has been said” and “it has been related.” A
turning point occurred in 1935 with the works of Régis Blachére and Louis Massignon, who categorically asserted that al-Mutanabbi was not rmerely
a claimant to prophethood but a “pure Qarmatian™ of Ismaili persuasion—a view swiftly adopted by eminent scholars such as Taha Husayn, Carl
Brockelmann, and Hanna al-Fakhuri. The objective of this study is a critical review and assessment of the validity of this theory, relying on primary
historical sources, lexical analysis, and the principles of Arabic rhetoric. The main question is whether the evidence provided by Blachére and
Massignon can substantiate the claim of “organizational membership” of al-Mutanabbi in the Qarmatian movement, or whether what exists is rerely
a passive influence from the prevailing discourses in an environmentsaturated with esoteric ideas.

Methodology: This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach based on extensive library research in Arabic and Persian historical, literary, and
heresiographical sources. The methodology of the research comprises three layers. The first is historical-documentary analysis, which scrutini zes all
relevant reports in primary early texts—including al-Tanukhi’s Nishwar al-Muhadara, Ibn al-Jawzi’s al- Muntazam. al-Khatib al-Baghdadi’s Tarikh
Baghdad and al-Farg bayn al-Firaq. alongside the ies on al-Mi bbi’s Diwan by al-Ukbari and al-Wahidi—to verify the accuracy of
the citations used by Blacheére and Massignon. The second layer is lexical-etymological analysis, which consults authoritative Arabic lexicoms (al-
Azhari’s Tahdhib al-Lugha, Tbn Faris’s Magayis al-Lugha, and al-Raghib’s Mufiadat) to determine the precise meanings of key terms: (ec.g.,
mutanabbi, shaykh, mahdi, qaim, thaqalan, aql, qalam. bada) and systematically compares them with the documented technical terminology of the
Ismailis in order to prevent confusion between general usage and specific terminological usage. The third layer is thetorical-literary analysis, in which
the cited verses are interpreted within the complete structure of the ode (qasida), with full attention to the exigencies of the situation and consideration
of the audience and the poetic conventions prevalent in panegyric, elegy, and satire. The essential aim is to avoid extratextual interpretations and to
restore the poetry to its original historical and literary context.

Results and Discussion: (a) The claim to prophethood: Lexicographers derive “mutanabbi” from either “nabaa” (false news) or “nabawa” (elevation).
Early sources explicitly state that the poet viewed the epithet as a fabrication of his enemies and vehemently denied it with the verb “jahada”. In his
prison poem, he brands the accusation “false talk” (zur al-kalam) spread by malicious backbiters (kashihin). A juristic analysis further supports this:
had the claim been proven, the mandatory penalty would have been death; his release after two to four years of imprisonment—met with silence
from the jurists—strongly indicates its lack of substantiation. Crucially, in Qarmatian doctrine, claiming prophethood is not a distinctive tenet;
therefore, even if the claim were accepted, it bears no necessary connection to Qarmatianism; (b) Qarmatian doctrines and al-Mutanabbi’s corpus:
core Qarmatian features include extreme esoteric interpretation of the sharia, belief in the Mahdiship of Ismail ibn Jafar and the abrogation of religious
law, the sanctity of the number seven, a closed secretive system, and antinomianism. An examination of al-Mutanabbi’s Dawvan and biography reveals
not a single trace of these beliefs. The absolute silence of all early biographers, commentators, and even his fiercest enemies such as Ibn al-Jawzi
regarding any Qarmatian affiliation constitutes powerful negative evidence; (c) critique of Blachére’s evidence: Blachére’s claims are marred by
multiple errors. He argued that al-Mutanabbi claimed Husaynid lineage and then prophethood among the Banu Kalb, an account absent from all
manuscripts of the very sources he cites. His pivotal poetic evidence is the verse “bi-kulli munsalitin... shaykh yara al-salawati...,” where he misreads
“shaykhin” (a genitive adjective describing the sword as “veteran and sharp”) as “shaykhun” (a nominative noun meaning “elder” or “leader”),
interpreting it as a reference to Qarmatian chiefs. This fundamental grammatical error collapses the argument, especially since early commentators
explicitly note that if the word were interpreted as a person, the verse would be satire, not praise. Furthermore. Blachére retrojects the poetry of al-
Mutanabbi’s adolescence onto his mature period and. despite himself acknowledging the poet’s denial, proceeds to dismiss it; and (d) critique of
Massignon’s evidence: Massignon compiled a list of terms—mahdi, qaim, thaqalan, aql, qalam—asserting they are exclusive to Ismaili vocabulary.
In reality, all these terms are common in pre-Ismaili Arabic and Islamic literature, from the Quran and Hadith to the Davan of al- Sayyid al-Himyari
and Waki’s Akhbar al-Qudat. He also misreads panegyric hyperbole and rhetorical artistry (such as the “sun and moon” verse composed in an elegy
for Sayf al-Dawla’s mother) as mockery of Islamic beliefs. A glaring anachronism is his attribution of the phrase “al-falak al-dawwar” to the Ikhwan
al-Safa, whose founder died at least fifty years after al-Mutanabbi’s murder. Moreover, he classifies the well-known story of Lazarus (Azar), detailed
in both Sunni and Shii exegesis, as an exclusively Qarmatian motif.

Conclusion: The study reveals that the theory of al-Mutanabbi being a “pure Qarmatian” in the organizational sense lacks solid historical foundation
and is built upon a series of methodological flaws: unsubstantiated presuppositions imposed on the evidence; lexical misreadings leading to erroneous
interpretations; decontextualization of verses from their rhetorical setting with disregard for the addressee and occasion; and reliance on either
nonexistent or chronologically compromised sources. Conversely, the possibility of a passive and superficial influence from the esoteric discourses
circulating in the poet’s milieu during his formative years cannot be categorically dismissed, yet proving such influence requires a different order of
evidence; in any event, it does not amount to “Qarmatianism” or commitment to antinomian principles. A final judgment concerning the theollogical
inclinations of this towering poet still demands sustained scholarly caution and further interdisciplinary investigation.
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