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Extended Abstract

Background and Purposes: Contemporary Arabic poetry faces profound existential and sociopolitical challenges, evolving from a merely
aesthetic pursuit into an active instrument of resistance, public engagement, and sociopolitical awareness. Within this transformative
landscape, the Lafitat (Signposts) collection by the prominent Iraqi poet Ahmed Matar stands out as a paradigm-shifting phenomenon.
Matar breaks away from the conventional structures of the traditional long Arabic poem (gasida), substituting them with sharp, brief, and
densely concentrated metaphorical imagery. The fundamental research problem is the evident scholarly gap in contemporary Arabic
rhetoric: the scarcity of comprehensive analytical studies connecting Matar’s intricate metaphorical structure to their deep sociopolitical
implications and semantic functions.

The central question guiding this research is: How did Ahmed Matar transform metaphor from a traditional linguistic orament into a
powerful mechanism for political critique, ideological subversion, and the dismantling of taboos? The Lafitat does not merely mirror
sociopolitical reality; it actively deconstructs and reconstructs it. Consequently, this study aims to systematically investigate how metaphor
operates as a cognitive and semantic bridge between abstract concepts and concrete reality, while decoding the communicative and
aesthetic philosophy of the Lafitat as a concentrated poetic spark designed to induce sudden rhetorical and intellectual shock in the reader.
Methodology: To achieve the aforementioned objectives, this research relies on the descriptive-analytical approach, the most rigorous
and adequate methodology for elucidating complex rhetorical and semantic phenomena within literary texts. The procedural framework
involves an exhaustive, close reading of Ahmed Matar’s Lafitat to extract and catalog his metaphorical representations, followed by a
systematic structural classification based on their semantic, contextual, and ideological functions. The analytical apparatus goes beyond
classical rhetorical descriptions by integrating traditional Arabic rhetoric (balagha) with contemporary critical theories of poetic
engagement and discourse analysis. In establishing this framework, the study draws upon foundational classical authorities, most notably
al-Jahiz’s al-Bayan wa al-Tabyin and Qudama ibn Jafar’s Nagd al-Shir, while connecting their insights with contemporary critical
scholarship, including Taha Wadi’s studies on modern Arabic poetic imagery, Kamal Ahmad Ghunaym’s analysis of political satire, and
Salma Khadra Jayyusi’s critical historiography of modern Arabic literature. This synthetic approach enables the study to trace the
functional transformation of poetic imagery from individual lyricism into a committed medium of collective sociopolitical critique.
Results and Discussion: Engaging with Matar’s poetic world requires understanding his theoretical foundations. Al-jahiz defines poetry
as “a craft, a structure, and a form of imagery,” aligning with Qudama ibn Jafar’s definition: “Poetry is metered and rhymed speech that
signifies meaning.” Matar’s rhetoric is tied to moral objectives; as Taha Wadi notes: “The transformation of literary rhetoric and aesthetic
form moves towards high moral values, becoming a tool for liberating humanity from the constraints that confine it.” What distinguishes
Matar’s metaphors is an “instinctive inspiration discovered through elements of similarity between objects without an explicit link—a
movement described by Salma Khadra Jayyusi as “a maturity capable of expressing the current situation in the Arab world.”
Conclusion: Based on the thorough rhetorical, semantic, and critical analysis, this study arrives at several primary findings regarding
Matar’s innovative poetic methods in the Lafitat:

1. Epistemological Shift in Rhetorical Function: Matar liberated Arabic metaphor from formalist decoration and aesthetic ornamentalism
that historically dominated classical court poetry. In the Lafitat, metaphor assumes an epistemological and cognitive function, transforming
highly abstract sociopolitical concepts—state tyranny, institutionalized fear, foreign dependency, civic disenfranchisement—into tangible,
somatic images that directly engage the contemporary Arab reader’s everyday consciousness.

2. Integration of Satirical Metaphor and Rhetorical Paradox: Matar constructs his distinctive style upon the synergy between metaphor and
dark satire (al-tahaklkum). By orchestrating acute binary oppositions (homeland vs. exile, ruler vs. warden, submission vs. revolution), he
strips authoritarian figures of their sacralized power, deconstructing official propaganda without reducing his poems to hollow didacticism
or direct ideological shouting.

3. Modemization of Classical Rhetorical Heritage: The findings highlight the Matar’s unique ability to synthesize insights of foundational
Arab rhetoricians (al-Jahiz, Qudama ibn Jafar, and al Sakkaki) and redeploy them within a distinctly modern, minimalist genre. Through
extreme brevity (al-ijaz) and heightened semantic density, each signpost becomes a semiotic capsule allowing layered hermeneutic
interpretations while maintaining unmistakable political clarity.

4. Metaphor as a Dynamic Act of Sociopolitical Resistance: Matar’s metaphorical structures perform a dual socio-discursive function:
defensively, they act as an aesthetic shield against political censorship and state persecution; offensively, they operate as a mobilizing
force aimed at disrupting ideological complacency and awakening collective consciousness.

In conclusion, this research establishes that Ahmed Matar’s Lafitat is not merely a collection of defiant verses, but a critical and aesthetic
document of paramount importance. It redefines the public role of the contemporary Arab poet, proving that when rhetorical mastery
merges with genuine commitment to human dignity and freedom, poetic language transforms into an enduring instrument of sociopolitical
critique and cultural transformation.
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