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Abstract

Description of Nature, Another Motif for other Traditional

Themes in the Poetry of Ibn Khafaja Andalusi
Mehdi Shahrokh*
Ali Babaei Damtasoj**
Mahmood Abdananmehdizadeh***

Description is one of the prominent poetic techniques which have been
employed by many poets. Blessed with great personal characteristics
such as creative imagination, deep sentiments, rich emotions and a gentle
spirit, Ibn Khafajah was closely connected to nature, and as a result, one
of the most frequent poetic techniques he employed in his works was
description, which can help the poet convey his thoughts, feelings and
emotions. Moreover, he has used the literary device of personification as
the basis of his poetry to create vibrant, dynamic and fresh descriptions.
Following the descriptive-anayltical methodology, this paper attempts to
examine ‘description of nature’ not as a traditional theme, but as a motif
for other traditional themes in Ibn Khafaja’s poetry. The study also tries
to trace the poetic themes in which Ibn Khafaja has used the description
of nature as a motif. The results of the study showed that the poet has
frequently used the motif of the description of nature in those works of
his which have as their subjects panegyric, elegy, ghazel, eulogy and
epic. Attention to details, the harmony between the poem, images and
their intrinsic cohesion, writing the opening lines to arrest the attention
of the reader, and attention to colors are the prominent features that
characterize Ibn Khafaja's poetic imagery, all of which add to the
richness and beauty of his descriptions. His poetry is a valuable work
that boasts of vocabulary on nature and this can be clearly seen in his
poems, words, and descriptions of nature.

Keywords: Description, Poetic Imagery, Traditional Poetic
Themes, Ibn Khafaja Andalusi.
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